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Documents appear to contradict Sessions on probe. 


By Ross Gelbspan 
Globe Staff 

Several newly released FBI doc- 
uments apparently contradict re- 
cent congressional testimony by 
FBI Director William Sessions as 
to the reliability of Frank Varelll. 
a major figure In the FBI’s five- 
year, nationwide investigation of 
the Committee In Solidarity with 
the People of El Salvador. 

In apologizing to both the Sen- 
ate Intdllgence Committee and a 
House Judiciary subcommittee in 
September for FBI abuses during 
the Investigation of the group. Ses- 
sions blamed Varelll for providing 
"unreliable** Information to the 
FBI. 

*‘By the time It was realized 
•that Varclll’s Information was un- 
reliable.** Sessions said, the FBI's 
terrorism investigation "had been 
under way for approximately one 
>*ear.** That probe was opened In 
Januar}' 1983, according to FBI 
files.' 

But FBI documents filed last 
week in the US Claims Court in 
Washington in connection with a ' 
claims sun by Varelll indicate 
that FBI officials considered Var- 
elli reliable as late as a year after 
he left the Bureau. 

According to the documents, 
which apparently contradict Ses- 
sions’ assessment, and which d^ 
not indicate any FBI reserv^atlor i 
a’oout VarelH s rehabilliy: 

• In May 1985. 2V? years after 
the investigation began, me Dal- 
las FBI office "highly encouraged*’ 
the FBI s Houston field office to 
hire VarelH. 


• In May 1984. nearly a year 
and a half after the terrorism 
probe began, a telet)^^ from FBI 
headquarters said Varelll "can be 
of great benefit to the FBI In Us 
Salvadoran terrorism Investiga- 
tions." Varelll **appears intelli- 
gent and eager to cooperate and 
work with the FBI.** The docu- 
ment also Indicates the FBI 
bought Varelll a car after the time 
that Sessions said the bureau had 
learned Varelll was unreliable. 

• A July 1984 teletype indicat- 
ed Varelll had passed an FBI poly- 
graph examination, indicating 
that a review of the exam by per- 
sonnel at FBI headquarters found 
the "examination is satisfactory." 
Varelll called scapegoat 

Daniel Alcorn. Varclirs attor- 
ne>', said, **The g6vemmcnt*s own 
documents support what we • ar- 
gued at the time of the Congres- 
sional Inquiries - that Frank Var- 
elli is being made a scapegoat for a 
much larger problem within- the 
FBI, It is hard to understand how 
Director Sessions could have made 
the statements he did about VareJ- ’ 
ll’s reliability If he had seen these 
documents.*’ 

Varelll. a Salvadoran who Is a 
1 naturalized US citizen, worked 
with the FBI from June 1981 to 
'August 1934. coordinating the in- 
vestigation into the committee, 
known as CISPES. In that capac- 
ity, he set up direct channels of 
communication between the FBI 
and the Saivadorar Nstlonsl 
Guard, infillratec the D: Jascha 
ter of CISPES c'-fO trt 
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tigatlon of groups opposed to Ra- 
gan administration policies in 
Central America. I 

As a result of the probe, the FBI 
entered the names of thousands of 
individuals and hundreds of politi- 
cal groups In Its computerized ter- 
rorism files. But the probe did not 
yield any arrests for terrorist or 
criminal activities. 

Following an extensive FBI In-, 
tcmal investigation. Sessions told 
the congressional committees the 
CISPES probe was an *‘abcrra- 
tlon" ba^ on poor management 
and lax suDcrvislon. As a result 
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he said, he was disciplining six 
mlddle-le\»cl FBI officials. 

Varelll left the FBI In mid- 1984. 
when hls case agent. Special 
Agent Daniel Flanagan, compro- 
mised hls Identity by losing sever- 
al briefcases full of classified FBI 
documents. 

Says pay withheld 
VaVelH’s claims suit against 
the FBI alleges that Flanagan 
withheld up to S66.000 in FBI pay- 
ments to Varelll. 

The recently released docu- 
ments apparently corroborate 
Varclll’s claim and Indicate that 


Flanagan did. In fact, withhold 
money from Varelll. 

An August 1984. telet>*pc from 
William Webster, who was then 
the FBI director, instructed the 
Dallas office to inquire whether 
Varelll "would be willing to testify 
in any legal proceedings ag^"®' 
Flanagan." Sessions told Con- 
aress that the FBI subsequently 
decided not to prosecute Flanagan 
on criminal charges. , w,. 

The papers filed last week b> 
VarelH’s attorney Indicate a histo- 
ry of FBI payments to Varelll ex- 
isted. 




